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AN ACT to provide for the more efficient governmont of the rebel Statee. 

Wbereas no legal State governments or adequate protection for life or 
property now exists in the rebel States of Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Florida, 
Texas, and Arkansas ; and whereas it is necessary that peace and good 
order should be enforced in said States until loyal and republican 
State governments can be legally established ; Therefore — 

Be it enacted ty the Senate and House of Hepresentatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assemlledy That said rebel States 
shall be divided into military districts and made subject to the military 
authority of the United States as hereinafter prescribed ; and for that 
purpose Virginia shall constitute the first district ; North Carolina and 
^outh Carolina the second district ; Georgia, Alabama, and Florida the 
third district ; Mississippi and Arkansas the fourth district ; and Louisi- 
ana and Texas the fifth district 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of the 
President to assign to the command of each of said districts an officer of 
the army not below the rank of brigadier general, and to detail a suffi- 
cient military force to enable such officer to perform his duties and 
enforce his authority within the district to which he is assigned. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted^ That it shall be the duty of each 
officer assigned as aforesaid to protect all persons in their rights of per- 
son and property, to suppress insurrection, disorder and violence, and to 
punish, or cause to be punished, all disturbers of the public peace and 
criminals, and to this end he may allow local civil tribunals to take 
jurisdiction of and to try offenders, or, when in his judgment it may be 
necessary for the trial of offenders, he shall have power to organize 
military commissions or tribunals for that purpose, and all interference, 
under color of State authority, with the exercise of military authority 
under this act, shall be null and void. 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted. That all persons put under mili- 
tary arrest by virtue of this act shall be tried without unnecessary delay, 
and no cruel or unusual punishment shall be inflicted; and no sentence 
of any military commission or tribunal hereby authorized, affecting the 
life or liberty of any person, shall be executed until it is approved by 
the officer in command of the district, and the laws and regulations for 
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the government of the army shall not be affected by this act, except in 
so far as they conflict with its provisions: Provided^ That no sentence 
of death, under the provisions of this act, shall be carried into effect 
without the Approval of the President. 

Sec. 5. And he it farther enacted^ That when the people of any one 
of said rebel States shall have formed a constitution of government in 
conformity with the Constitution of the United States in all respects, 
framed by a convention of delegates elected by the male citizens of said 
State twenty-one years old and upward, of whatever race, color, or pre- 
vious condition, who have been resident in said State for one year previ- 
ous to the day of such election, except such as may be disfranchised for 
participation in the rebellion, or for felony at common law ; and when 
such constitution shall provide that the elective franchise shall be enjoyed 
by all such persons as have the qualifications herein stated for electors of 
delegates ; and When such constitution shall be ratified by a majority of 
the persons voting on the question of ratification who are qualified as 
electors for delegates ; and when such constitution shall have been sub- 
mitted to Congress for examination and approval, and Congress shall 
have approved the same ; and when said State, by a vote of its legislature 
elected under said constitution, shall have adopted the amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States proposed by the Thirty-ninth 
Congress, and known as article fourteen ; and when said article shall 
have become a part of the Constitution of the United States, said State 
shall be declared entitled to representation in Congress, and senators and 
representatives jshall be admitted therefrom on their taking the oath 
prescribed by law ; and then and thereafter the preceding sections of 
this act shall be inoperative in said State : Provided^ That no person 
excluded from the privilege of holding oflBce by said proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States shall be eligible to election 
as a member of the convention to frame a constitution for any of said 
rebel States, nor shall any such person vote for members of such con- 
vention. 

Sec. 6. And he it farther enacted^ That until the people of said rebel 
States shall be by law admitted to representation in the Congress of the 
United States, any civil government which may exist therein shall be 
deemed provisional only, and in all respects subject to the paramount 
authority of the United States at any time to abolish, modify, control, or 
supersede the same; and in all elections to any oflQce under such pro- 
visional governments all persons shall be entitled to vote, and none others, 
who are entitled to vote under the fifth section of this act ; and no person 
shaJI be eligible to any office under any such provisional governments 
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who would be disqualified from holding oflSce under the prp?isif>ns of 
the third article of said constitutionul amendment. 

SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
Spcaher of the House of Repres&niatyioes. 

LAFAYETTE S. FOSTER, 
President of the Senate^ pro tempos. 



AN ACT supplementary to Act entitled "An Act to provide for the more efficient 
firovernment of the rebel States," passed March second, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, and to facilitate restoration. 

Be it enacted l)y the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assemMedy That before the first 
day of September, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, the commanding 
general in each district defined by an act entitled **An act to provide for 
the more eflBcient government of the rebel States," passed March second, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, shall cause a registration to be made 
of the male citizens of the United States, twenty-one years of age and 
upwards, -resident in each county or parish in the State or States inclu- 
ded in his district, which registration shall include only thqse persons 
who are qualified to vote for delegates by the act aforesaid, and who 
shallhave taken and subscribed the following oath or affirmation: "T, 

, do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) in the presence of Almighty God, 

that I am a citizen of the State of ; that I have resided in said 

State for — months next preceding this day, and now reside in the 

county of , or the parish of , in said State, (as the case 

may be;) that I am twenty-one years old; that I have not been disfran- 
chised for participation in any rebellion or civil war against the United 
States, nor for felony committed against the laws of any State or of the 
United States; that I have never been a member of any State legisla- 
ture, nor held any executive or judicial office in any State and afterwards 
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or given 
aid or comfort to the enemies thereof; that I have never taken an oath 
as a member of Congress of the United States, or as an officer of the 
United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an execu- 
tive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the 
United States, and afterwards engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the United States, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof; 
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that I will faithfully support the Constitution and obey the laws of the 
United States, and will, to the best of my ability, encourage others so to 
do : So help me God ; " which oath or affirmation may be administered 
by any registering officer. 

Sec. 2. And le it further enactedy That after the completion of the 
registration hereby provided for in any State, at such time and places 
therein as the commanding general shall appoint and direct, of which 
at least thirty days public notice shall be given, an election shall be held of 
delegates to a convention for the purpose of establishing a constitution 
and civil government for such State loyal to the Union, said convention 
in each State, except Virginia, to consist of the same number of mem- 
bers as the most numerous branch of the State legislature of such State 
in the year eighteen hundred and sixty, to be apportioned among the 
several districts, counties, or parishes of such State by the commanding 
general, giving to each, representation in the ratio of voters registered as 
aforesaid as nearly as may be. The Convention in Virginia shall con- 
sist of the same number of members, as represented the territory now 
constituting^ Virginia in the most numerous branch of the legislature of 
said State in the year eighteen hundred and sixty, to be apportioned as 
aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That at said election the regis- 
tered voters of each State shall vote for or against a convention to form 
a constitution therefor under this act. Those voting in favor of such a 
convention shall have written or printed on the ballots by which they 
vote for delegates, as aforesaid, the words **For a convention," and 
those voting against such a convention shall have written or prmted on 
such ballots 4he words ^^Against a convention." The persons appointed 
to superintend said election, and to make return of the votes given 
thereat, as herein provided, shall count and make return of the votes 
given for and against a convention ; and the commanding general to 
whom the same shall have been returned shall ascertain and declare the 
total vote in each State for and against a convention. If a majority of 
the votes given on that question shall be for a convention, then such 
convention shall be held as hereinafter provided; but if a majority of 
said votes shall be against a convention, then no such convention shall 
be held under this act: Provided, That such convention shall not be 
held unless a majority of all such registered voters shall have voted on 
the question of holding such convention. • 

Sec 4. And le it further enacted, That the commanding general of 

each district shall appoint as many boards of registration as may be 

necessary, consisting of three loyal officers or persons, to make and 



complete the registration, superintend the election, and make return to 
him of the "votes, list of voters, and of the persons elected as delegates 
by a plurality of the votes cast at said election ; and upon receiving said 
returns be shall open the same, ascertain the persons elected as delegates^ 
according to the returns of the oflBcers who conducted said election, and 
make proclamation thereof; and if a majority of the votes given on that 
question shall be for a convention, the commanding general, within sixty 
days from date of election, shall notify the delegates to assemble in con- 
vention, at a time and place to be mentioned in the notification, and said 
convention, when organized, shall proceed to frame a constitution and 
civil government according to the provisions of this act, and the act to 
which it is supplementary ; and when the same shall have been so framed, 
said constitution shall be submitted by the convention for ratification to- 
the persons registered under the provisions of this act at an election to 
be conducted by the officers or persons appointed or to be appointed by 
the commanding general,. as hereinbefore provided, and to be held after 
the expiration of thirty days from the date of notice thereof, to be given 
by said convention ; and the retui'ns thereof shall be made to the com- 
manding general of the district. 

Sec. 5. And he it farther enacted^ That if, according to said returns, 
the constitution shall be ratified by a majority of the votes of the regis- 
tered electors qualified as herein specified, cast at said election, at least 
one-half of all the registered voters voting upon the question of such 
ratification, the president of the convention shall transmit a copy of the 
same, duly certified, to the President of the United States, who shall 
forthwith transmit the same to Congress, if then in session, jmd if not in 
session, then immediately upon its next assembling; and if it shall, 
moreover, appear to Congress that the election was one at which all the 
- registered and qualified electors in the State had an opportunity to vote 
„ freely, and without restraint, fear, or the influence of fraud, and if the 
Congress shall be satisfied that such constitution meets the approval of 
a majority of all the qualified electors in the State, and if the said con- 
stitution shall be declared by Congress to be in conformity with the 
provisions of the act to which this is supplementary, and the other pro- 
visions of said act shall have been complied with, and the said constitution 
shall be approved by Congress, the State shall be declared entitled to 
representation, and senators and representatives shall be admitted there- 
from as therein provided. 

Sec. 6. And he it fartlier enacted^ That all elections in the States 
mentioned in the said "Act to provide for the more efficient govern- 
ment of the rebel States," shall, during the operation of said act, be by 
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ballot ; and all officers making the said registration of voters, and con- 
ducting said elections, shall, before entering upon the discharge of their 
duties, take and subscribe the oath prescribed by the act approved July 
second, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, entitled ^*An act to prescribe 
an oath of office : " Provided^ That if any person shall knowingly and 
falsely take and subscribe any oath in this act prescribed, such person so 
offending, and being thereof duly convicted, shall be subject to the pains, 
penalties, and disabilities which by law are provided for the punishment 
of the crime of wilful and corrupt perjury. 

Sec 7. And he it further enacted^ That all expenses incurred by the 
several commanding generals, or by virtue of any orders issued, or 
appointments made by them, under or by virtue of this act, shall be 
paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Skc. b. And ie it further enacted^ That the convention for each State 
shall prescribe the fees, salary, and compensation to be paid to all dele- 
gates and other officers and agents herein authorized or necessary to 
carry into effect the purposes of this act, not herein otherwise provided 
for, and shall provide for the levy and collection of such taxes on the 
property in such State as may be necessary to pay the same. 

Sec 9. And le it further enacted^ That the word "article," in the 
sixth section of the act to which this is supplementar}^ shall be con- 
strued to mean "section." 

SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
Speaker of the House of Eepresentatives, 

B. F. WADE, 
President of the Senate^ pro tempore. 
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Headquarters, Third Military District, 

(Georgia, Alabama and Florida,) 

Atlanta, Georgia, May 2\st, 1867. 

GENERAL ORDERS, ) 
No. 30. y 

In accordance with an Act of Congress, supplementary to an Act to 
provide a more efficient Government for the Rebel States, &a, dated 
March 2d, 1867, the following arrangements are herein made for the 
registration of voters in the States of Georgia and Alabama : 

I. The States of Georgia and Alabama are divided into Registration* 
Districts, numbered and bounded as hereinafter described. 

II. A Board of Registration is herein appointed for each District, as 
above mentioned, to consist of two white Registers and one colored 
Register. In the State of Georgia, where only the two white Registers 
are designated in this Order, it is directed that these white Registers in 
each District immediately select, and cause to be duly qualified, a com- 
petent colored man to complete the Board of Registration, and report 
his name and post-office address, without delay, to Colonel C. C. Sibley > 
commanding District of Georgia, at Macon, Georgia. 

III. Each Register will be required to take and subscribe the oath 
prescribed by Congress, by an Act dated July 2, 1862, and an additional 
oath to discharge faithfully the duty of Register under the late Acts of 
Congress. It is not believed that any of the appointees, hereinafter 
designated, will be unable to take the test oath above mentioned. Blank 
forms of these oaths will be sent to the appointees at once, and on being 
executed and returned to the Superintendents of State Registration, their 
Commissions as Registers will be issued and forwarded to them imme- 
diately. 

IV. In order to secure a full registration of voters, it is determined to 
fix the compensation of Registers according to the general rule adopted 
in taking the census. In the cities,, the compensation is fixed at fifteen 
cents for each recorded voter ; in the most sparsely settled counties and 
districts, at forty cents per voter. The compensation will be graduated 
between these limits, according to the density of the population, and 
the facilities of comtnunication. Ten cents per mile will be allowed for 
transportation of Registers off the lines of railroads or steamboats, and 
fi?e cents per mile, when travel is done on railroads and steamboats. 

V. It is hereby made the duty of all Registers, and they will be ex- 
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pected to perform it strictly — to explain to all persons who have not 
heretofore enjoyed the right of suffrage, what are their political rights 
and privileges, and the necessity of exercising them upon all proper 
occasions. 

VI. The name of each voter shall appear in the list of voters, for the 
precinct or ward in which he resides; and in cases where voters have 
been unable to register whilst the Boards of Registration were in the 
wards or precincts where such voters live, opportunity will be given to 
register at the county seats of their respective counties, at a specified 
time, of which due notice will be given ; but the names of all voters thus 
registered will be placed on the lists of voters of their respective pre- 
cincts. 

VIT. The Boards of Registration will give due notice, so that it may 
reach all persons entitled to register, of the date when they will be in 
each election precinct, the time they will spend in it, and the place where 
the registration will be made ; and upon the completion of the registra- 
tion for each county, the Board of Registration will give notice that they 
will be present for three successive days, at the county seat of such 
county, to register such voters as have failed to register, or been pre- 
vented from registering in their respective precincts, and to hear evidence 
in the cases of voters rejected by the Registers in the several precincts, 
who may desire to present testimony in their owp behalf. 

VIII. Unless; otherwise instructed hereafter. Boards of Registration are 
directed,^ in determining whether applicants to register are legally 
qualified, to hold that the terms ^* Executive and Judicial,*' in the Act of 
Congress of March 23, 18^7, comprise all persons whomsoever, who 
have held office under the Executive or Judicial Departments of the 
State or National Government: in other words, all officers not Legisla- 
tive, which last are also excluded by the Act. Persons who apply to 
register, but who are considered disqualified by the Boards, will be per- 
mitted to take the required oath, which, with the objections of the Board? 
will be held for adjudication hereafter. 

IX. The lists of registered voters, for each of the precincts, will be 
exposed in some public place in that precinct for ten consecutive days, at 
some time subsequent to the completion of the registration for each county, 
and before aruy election is held, in order that all supposed cases of fraud- 
ulent registration may be thoroughly investigated. Due notice will be 
given and provision made for the time and place for the examination and 
settlement of such cases. 

X. Blank books of oaths, required to be taken by voters, and blank 
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registration lists, as also full and detailed instructions for the perform- 
ance of their duties, will be at once forwarded to the Boards of Regis- 
tration, appointed in this Order, and it is enjoined upon these Boards 
that they proceed to complete the registration with all energy and 
dispatch. 

XL The detailed instructions to Registers will designate the member 
of each Board who shall be its President. 

XII. Violence, or threats of violence, or any other oppressive means to 
prevent any person Jrom registering his name or exercising his political 
rights, are positively prohibited ; and it is distinctly announced that no 
contract or agreement with laborers, which deprives them of their wages 
for any longer time than that actually consumed in registering or voting, 
will be permitted to be enforced agaifist them in this District ; and this 
oflfense, or any previously mentioned in this paragraph, will cause the 
immediate arrest of the offender and his trial before a Military Com- 
mission. 

XIII. The exercise of the right of every duly authorized voter, under 
the late Acts of Congress, to register and vote, is guaranteed by the 
Military Authorities of this District; and all persons whosoever are 
warned against any attempt to interfere to prevent any man from exer- 
cising this right under any pretext whatever, other than objection by 
the usual legal mode. 

XIV. In case of any disturbance or violence at the places of registra- 
tration, or any molestation of Registers, or of applicanis to register, the 
Boards of Registration will call upon the local civil authorities for a 
Police force, or a posse to arrest the offenders and preserve quiet, or, if 
necessary, upon the nearest Military Authorities, who are hereby in- 
structed to furnish the necessary aid. Any civil oflScfals who refuse, or 
who fail to protect the Registers, or applicants to register, will be re- 
ported to the Headquarters of the OflHcer Commanding in the State, who 
will arrest such delinquents and send charges against them to these 
Headquarters, that they may be brought before a Military Commission. 

By Command op Brevet Major General Pope. 

G. K. SANDERSON, 

Capt. 33^ U.8, Ivf,, A.A.AM. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO REGISTERS. 



Head-Quarters Third Military District, 

(Georgia, Alabama, and Florida,) 

** ^ Atlanta^ Ga,, Jane Isi, 1807. 

Gentlemen : 

I. In conformity with the fourth section of the Supplementary Act of 
Congress, passed March 23d, 1867, and by direction of Brevet Major 
General John Pope, commanding this District, you have been designated 

as members of a Board of Registration for the Election 

■ 

District, comprising the count of 



in the State of 



II. I herewith transmit you copies of the Laws of Congress in pur- 
suance of which you are appointed, and under whose authority you are 
to act, and of General Order No. 20, from these Head-Quarters, which, 
with these Instructions, will be your guide in the performance of your 
duties. 

III. The necessary books and blanks will also be sent you. 

IV. Your official oath having been forwarded to the Superintendent of 
Registration for your State, you will enter at once upon the performance 
of your duties. 

V. Should one of you decline, or from permanent illness or other 
cause, become incapacitated, the other two will nevertheless go on with 
the work, giving immediate notice of the vacancy, and forwarding at the 
same time the name of a person properly recommended, and capable of 
filling the vacant place. 

VI. In this, as in other cases of official correspondence, you will 
address all letters and reports to the Superintendent of Registration for 
your State. 

VII. Should there be but one Register in readiness to serve, he will 
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report the fact immediately, but will not enter upon his duties until 
advised so to do by the Superintendent. 

VIIL Upon examination of the Act of Congress, you will find that 
you are to register the names of the male citizens of the United States, 
twenty-one years of age and upwards, resident in each county within 
your District, who shall have taken and subscribed the prescribed oath. 

IX. You have been designated for this duty in the fullest confidence 
that you will perform it faithfully. 

X. It is particularly enjoined upon you to see that all persons entitled to 
register, fully know and understand all their rights and privileges, and 
you will take especial care to explain these rights and privileges, and the 
nature and importance of the right of sufiVage to those who have not 
heretofore enjoyed it. 

X[. You will, >as a preliminary step, cause the fact of your appointment 
to be known throughout your District by all means within your reach, 
and then proceed to carry out in all its details, the directions given in 
Sec. VIII, General Order No. 20, from these Head-Quarters. 

XII. The " due notice " referred to may include hand bills, letters, 
notices posted up in public places, such as election polls. Post Offices, 
Cross Roads, Taverns, Stores, &c., &c. 

XIII. You will visit each and every election precinct in each and 
every county of your District, spending in each the number of days 
necessary to complete the registration, taking care that full and sufficient 
notice be given in advance, in order to secure the attention and attend- 
ance of every person entitled to register. 

XIV. In proceeding to register, you will read distinctly to the person, 
or persons to be registered, the oalh prescribed by law and printed in 
the books of registration. 

XV. You will cause each one to sign a separate copy in the book, and 
having duly administered the oath, one of you will immediately fill up and 
sign the certificate below, so that it will read, ** Sworn to and subscribed 
before me, date, precinct and county aforesaid," (then follows signature.) 

Register of the Registration District 

XVI. That portion of the certificate beginning, " and further, that he 

was bom in -- — -^ ," and the two lines following, need only be filled 

up in the case of a foreign born and naturalized citizen, and the blank 
after the printed words, **and naturalized by," will be filled up by the 
name of the Court and Judge before whom his naturalization papers were 
taken out. In all such coses Registers will be careful to distinguish a 
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Certificate of Nataralization from a Declaration of Intention to become a 
citizen ; the latter, or Declaration of Intention, being of no value in this 
connection, and conferring no quality of citizenship. And no certificate 
of naturalization issued under the authority of the so-called Confede- 
rate States, or of any pretended State governments under the same, will 
be considered valid. 

XVII. If any person shall apply to register, whom you consider • as 
excluded by law, you will permit such persons, if they desire it, to take 
the prescribed oath, and vrill attest the same. You will then write across 
the printed certificate the word, * excluded,' and note below in as few 
words as possible the character of your objection. 

XVIII. A full and accurate list of all persons thus excluded will be 
made and preserved, and their several applications will be enquired into 
and adjudicated as specified in Section VIII, General Order, No. 20. 

XIX. In addition to the Book of Oaths, you will receive Registration 
Books, suflScient for all the counties in your District ; these books will 
be your official record, and in their use the utmost neatness, care and 
accuracy are enjoined. They are to be used in duplicate, that is to say, 
the entries will be repeated, or made simultaneously in two books, so 
that you will have two (3) complete and exactly similar lists of regis- 
tered voters for each and every precinct in your District. You will be 
careful that these two lists are kept separate, that is to say, one Register 
will keep and care for one list, and another Register the other list, so 
that in case either of the books of voters is lost or defaced, the other 
will be available. If more than two (2) sets of books are needed for a 
county, you will use another set, but you will be careful to close the 
books when the Registration is completed for the county for which those 
books were opened, and open a new set for the next county in order. The 
object of this arrangement is, that the Registration for each county may 
be complete and separate. 

XX. From the Bo^ of Oaths you will copy into the Books of Regis- 
tration for eadi county, the particulars necessary to fill the several 
columns, viz: Date, name, book, page, color, residence, and in cases of 
naturalization, how, when, and where naturalized. Under the head of 
Remarks, you will add anything you may consider necessary to explain, 
or throw light upon the position, or qualifiq^tion of the person regis- 
tered. 

XXI. In the same books you will be careful to keep each precinct 
separatei, and for that purpose the record of Registration for each pre- 
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<;inct of its proper county will be separated from the preceding and the 
following one, by one or more blank pages. 

XXII. In thus entering the names of voters in each precinct, you will 
write the surname first, thus : if the voter's name be John Smith, you 
will enter it Smith John ; if his name be Thomas Hutchings, you will 
^nter it Hutchings Thomas, and in similar manner for all names. 

XXIII. As fast as the Registration of each county is completed, the 
Books of Registration, as also the Book of Caths for that county will be 
<lispatched by Express, or other safe and speedy means, to the Superin- 
tendent of Registration for your State. 

XXrV. If any doubt arise in the mind of the Board concerning any 
article in these instructions, or concerning any case which may come be- 
fore it which the Registers cannot themselves determine by a vote of the 
Board, application for information will be made to the Superintendent, 
who will immediately refer such cases to these Head-Quarters for a deci- 
sion. 

Bv Command of Buevzt Major General John Pope. 

JAS. F. MELINE, 
Bot. Col, & General Inspector of Reghtratior\^ Zd 2tlilitary Dist. 
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stamped below. 

A fine of five oents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 



r 



> 



III 

3 21 


llllMiiMll Hi^^BI^^^I 

>t4 086 289 865 ^E^^SK^^^H 


^ 


s 


^^■H^^^I^^H^^HyaiH^H 


1 


L ^^^^^^^E^^^^^^^^^Su^Vh^^^^^H 



